
Awesome Readers Club 
MCSWSE is proud to introduce Awesome. Readers Club. Ellen Bullock of Gaddy 
Engineering has partnered with the Kiwanis Club to encourage reading in our school. 
This new initiative began in January with fifth graders and now includes grades 2-5.  
First grade will soon be added. Beginning in January, Bullock piloted a program that 
actually pays students to read and take AR quizzes. Students who read a book on their 
level and pass the AR test, receive an I’m an AR Reader card. The student completes the 
card with their name and the title of the book. The classroom teacher verifies they have 
read and taken the test. On Fridays, the student then turns the card in to Ms. Bullock in 
exchange for a buck.  

The student response has been overwhelming. One student commented to Mrs. Bullock, 
“I feel like I have a job!” Another responded “I even read a book at home.”  With the goal 
of loving to read, this program has made and outstanding impact.  

A student receives: 
•1 AR Reader card=$1 (for reading a book and passing the AR test) 
•3 AR Reader cards=student membership in the Awesome Readers 
Club. Their name/picture is on the bulletin board for others to see. 
•10 cards=Gold Ticket 

Each grade level receives a different color card to turn in on Pay Day 
Fridays. The results are amazing as $130 was given out last week. 

Mrs. Bullock also organizes and works our Books For Fun Machine every Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday. Students may purchase new and gently used books from the book 
cart for a quarter. Teachers are given Gold Cards to reward students who have exemplary 
behavior and work ethic. This Gold Card allows the students to choose a book from the 
machine (these books are usually more desirable). Mrs. Bullock has provided this 
opportunity for students to have books of their own for several years. 

General Summative Assessment 
At the end of April your child will begin taking the WVGSA, our state's standardized test 
if they are in grades 3-5. We need your help to get the students ready and excited to 
show off all they have learned. Let's work together to make sure that your student has a 
positive and successful testing experience. Here are a few suggestions you can do to help 
your child succeed: 

• Make sure your child gets a good night's rest. 
• Have your child eat a healthy breakfast at home or at school. 
• Make sure your child is present and arrives on time. 
• Study with your child at home. 
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Upcoming Events 
3/9/20-3/13/20 
• NO SCHOOL (Spring Break) 

Monday, 3/16/20 
• Students Return  

Friday, 3/19/20  
* Report Cards go home  

Friday, 3/20/20 
• Awards Assembly 

Thursday, 3/19/20 
* Clay Center Family Night   
    (5:30 - 7:30 p.m.) 

Thursday, 3/26/20 
• Preschool enrollment @ Beni       

Kedem (8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.) 

Thursday, 4/9/20 
• NO SCHOOL (Professional 

Learning Day for Teachers) 

Friday, 4/10/20 
• NO SCHOOL 

Tuesday, 4/14/20 
• Magnet Music Concert 
@ Cultural Center 

Thursday, 4/16/20 
• Family Night (5:00 - 7:00 p.m.) 

Friday, 4/17/20 
• Kindergarten Roundup 
(7:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.) 

Friday, 5/1/20 
• Special Olympics 

Tuesday, 5/12/20 
• NO SCHOOL (Election Day) 

Tuesday, 5/19/20 
• Field Day 

Thursday, 5/21/20 
• Pre-K Graduation (9:00 a.m.) 

Thursday, 5/21/20 
• Talent Show 

Wednesday, 5/22/20 
• Fifth Grade Graduation 
• Awards Assembly
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Classroom News 
Preschool 

In Pre-K we have been talking about recycling. We make 
new things from used things. We have made milk bottle 
cases, toilet paper roller rockets and paper plate sun 
catchers. We enjoyed Dr. Seuss’ Birthday (March 2). We 
read his wonderful books. 

Kindergarten 

LANGUAGE ARTS: As we grow as Readers we continue 
to make our reading muscles stronger! Each day we read, 
we grow our reading muscles. We added a new Super 
Power to our tool box, VOWEL POWER! We learned that 
every single word has a vowel in it! We are also 
continuing to work hard on our word families, sight 
words, writing sentences, rhyming, and so much more!  
Please continue to work on word families and vowel 
recognition with your child. You can look for them in 
books, on signs, at the grocery store, and really 
anywhere! Don’t forget that we also will be learning 
about the long vowel pattern CVCE, like in the words 
kite, mane, and cape. Be sure to keep reinforcing letter/
sound recognition and the writing of the upper and 
lowercase alphabet as these are very important skills to 
have mastered by the end of Kindergarten. We will Read 
Across America and read lots of Dr. Seuss books too! 

MATH: The students will continue to learn to solve 
addition/subtraction equations through 10. We have been 
teaching them ways to add through pictures, counting 
up, and using manipulatives to help them solve addition/
subtraction problems. Students will also learn how to 
decompose sums into different addition sentences using 
manipulatives and various math strategies they have 
been taught.  

First Grade 

First grade is happy to report that we have become 
independent readers. We are working towards our 
accelerated reading (AR) goals, which we started at the 
end of January. So far, we have 10 students who have 
reached their goal. Many of the students are well on their 
way to achieving their AR goals. 

Second Grade 

As we enter the fourth and final nine weeks of this school 
year, we would like you to remind our students that we 
still have a lot of hard work to do. When we return from 

Spring Break we will be 
starting the Data Analysis 
chapter in math. We will 
also be learning about 
time, measurement, and 
geometric figures in the 
final 9 weeks.  

In English Language Arts, 
we will be reading stories 
about making a Navajo rug, digging for dinosaurs, and 
fairy tales from around the world. Plus, one of Mrs. 
Martin’s favorite stories, “Now and Ben”. It is very 
important that you continue to encourage your child to 
read to you every night. Ask them questions about what 
they read. Readers are leaders! 

We also have a very exciting field trip to the Beckley 
Exhibition Coal Mine planned for the end of the year. We 
will be learning all about coal mining, quilting, 
Appalachian history, and West Virginia during the time 
leading up to the field trip. There will be many hands-on 
activities in the classroom, as well as stories to go along 
with the lessons. If students are not in class, they will 
miss out on all of the exciting activities, experiments, and 
guest speakers we have planned.  

Third Grade 

During the past nine weeks, we have worked on learning 
about our government by creating a civics lapbook. We 
have also been learning about fractions and area and 
perimeter. We have recently read our first play and 
learned about the different components. We were able to 
participate during the Black History Month program by 
researching famous African Americans and hanging them 
up in the cafeteria. We are working hard to prepare for 
the WVGSA by practicing our math facts and learning 
different reading strategies! 

Fourth Grade 

Mrs. Shuman's class just finished reading Lighting Thief 
and Mrs. Greene's class has just started reading Wonder. 
We are doing Test-Taking Strategies to get the students 
prepared for the test in the spring. Continue to have your 
child read at least 20 minutes each evening. 

Fifth Grade 

The year is flying by! We’ve been busy lately with 
attending Star Base in January, preparing for our Black 
History Month Assembly, navigating virtual reality 
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Upcoming Events 
continued 

Monday, 5/25/20 
• NO SCHOOL (Memorial Day) 

Tuesday, 5/26/20 
• Last Day of School 
• Reward Event @ Magic Island



technology at the Maker Center and preparing for the 
WVGSA and middle school. As a whole, 5th grade has 
shown lots of growth in test scores and we are incredibly 
proud of our leaders. We’ll be sending home packets of 
work to keep your 5th graders’ skills sharp over Spring 
Break. This is not to be used as punishment, but daily 
practice is a great way to find balance and practice Habit 
7 Sharpen the Saw. Next up, be looking for information 
coming home soon regarding our end of the year field 
trip to the Columbus Zoo! Lastly, 5th grade welcomes Ms. 
Owens to our team! 

Special Education 

Special Olympics is going to be May 1st with a makeup 
day of May 8th, if needed. More information will be 
coming as the date gets closer. 

Be on the watch for paperwork, make sure to sign and 
return to school.  

Title I Math 

This year was the 46th annual WV Math Field Day. In 
order to be chosen as a competitor, 4th and 5th grade 
students must take an assessment and be a top math 
student within their grade level. Oliver Carter was chosen 
as the MCSWSE 4th grade competitor and Mason Kinder-
Hall was chosen to represent 5th grade. The county wide 
competition took place on February 11th at Bible Center 
Church. Oliver ranked 29th out of 45 and Mason ranked 
21st. Both students performed their best and represented 
MCSWSE well. We look forward to competing again next 
year! 

Related Arts 

All County chorus is on March 25th at the Municipal 
Auditorium @ 7:00 pm. 

All Music teachers at MCSWSE are incorporating Math 
and Reading into their lessons in preparation for testing. 

5th grade chorus is currently working on learning to play 
the ukulele.  

The after school music program is preparing for spring 
recitals. More information to come on that in April. 

Robotics 

The Wildcat robotic team had a very successful first year 
out. A mixture of fourth and fifth graders competed in 
two competitions with like teams and finished very high 
on the leader board. The regional competition was a 
huge learning experience and a building block for next 
year's team. 

Nurse’s Corner 

Love little feet. Keep them 
safe. Please have your 
child wear sneakers to 
school. 

KCS Coronavirus (COVID-19) Plan for Schools 

1. Kanawha County Schools Health Services is in daily 
contact with the Kanawha-Charleston Health 
Department. KCHD is working collaboratively with WV 
Bureau for Public Health’s Office of Disease Control and 
Prevention. Their information is updated hourly from the 
federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

2. There are several different types of coronaviruses, 
some of which have been around for years. These are 
referred to as the Common Coronaviruses and usually 
cause symptoms similar to the common cold. Many of us 
have had common coronaviruses in the past and assumed 
we had a common cold, treated it as such, and recovered 
in a week or two. 

3. We will use the same precautions that we have used 
for the regular flu and other virus protection. Regular 
cleaning and disinfecting of desks, computer keyboards, 
door knobs, water fountains and other frequently 
touched surfaces within the schools. 
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4. If a student or school employee is diagnosed with 
COVID-19, they must stay home for the recommended 
14-day period that they are considered to be contagious. 

5. If there is a positive diagnosis, parents will need to call 
the school. Parents will also have to provide 
documentation when the student is cleared to return. 

6. If a student or employee has a confirmed diagnosis of 
COVID-19, that school or office building will be closed for 
up to 3 days for a through cleaning. The cleaning process 
that will be used is the one recommended by the CDC. All 
extra-curricular activities for that school will be cancelled 
if a school is closed. 

Counselor’s Corner 

Habit 5: Seek First to Understand, Then to Be Understood 

As we approach spring, it's a great time to talk about new 
beginnings. We are working on effective communication 
skills. Children with effective communication skills are 
better able to resolve conflict peacefully, share feelings, 
and share ideas with others, enhancing cooperation and 
relationship building. Children who are effective 

communicators are more likely to bond with their peers 
and develop healthy relationships. Please continue to 
initiate conversations with your child, so they can tell you 
what they're feeling and thinking. The more we 
communicate with our children, we reassure them that 
they are being both understood and heard. 

Attendance Corner 

With the Flu Season upon us we have been faced with an 
excessive amount of absences however we are still 
maintaining an above 90% average of attendance for the 
school. Mrs. Shuman’s class enjoyed their pizza party as 
the attendance incentive for the month of January. We 
are moving along and the winners for February will be 
announced next week. 

Please continue to encourage good attendance and 
promptness to help students reach their academic 
potential. 

Also, a big THANK YOU to EnAct Community Action for 
their partnership with MCSWSE. They are providing food 
for snack packs for our students. We greatly appreciate 
this new partnership. 

Black History Month Celebration 
Black History Month provided purposeful opportunities for our students to celebrate the traditions of African Americans 
and recognize their contributions and achievements throughout our nation’s history. MCSWSE celebrated Black History 
month through our awesome Wax Museum presented by the 5th grade, Black History assembly, and displays. Our 
kindergarten classes created Freedom Quilts. First grade recited a poem called “Dr. King Had a Dream”. The second grade 
classes made research quilts, pop art posters, and memorabilia. Third exhibited with I Have a Dream Clouds. Last, but not 
least, fourth grade displayed their research reports. Thank you to all of the teachers and staff that helped make this 
tradition a success! A special thank you to Suddenlink for their generous contribution!
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